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Tuesday, April 21, 1998 at 8:00 p.m. 
The Tsai Performance Center 
685 Commonwealth Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 
GEORGE NEIKRUG, cello 
KATHLEEN FORGAC, guest artist, piano 
Tuesday, April 21, 1998 
Sonata in D major 
Allegro 
Adagio 
Minuet 
Sonata in A minor, Op. 36 
Allegro agitato 
Andante molto tranquillo 
Allegro 
8:00 p.m. 
PROGRAM 
-Intermission-
Fantasy Suite on Themes from Porgy and Bess 
( world premiere, commissioned by George Neikrug) 
Overture and Summertime 
"A woman is a sometime thing" 
"Bess, you is my woman now" 
"I got plenty of nu thin" 
Strawberry woman enhanced 
"I loves you, Porgy" 
"It ain't necessarily so" 
Cadenza and final flourish 
Variations on a Theme of Rossini 
Pietro Locatelli 
(1695-1764) 
·• 
Edvard Greig 
(1843-1907) 
Fred Katz 
Bohuslav Ma& -
(1890-1959) 
Meet the Artists 
Born in New York, George Neikrug was a pupil of the legendary 
Emanuel Feuermann and is probably the only remaining student who is still 
concertizing. In 1943, he met the well-known pedagogue D.C. Dounis, whose 
revolutionary approach to the problems of string playing and teaching 
influenced him to completely revamp his playing and create the unique style 
he has retained to this day. This association lasted for a period of fifteen 
years, and Neikrug felt such a debt to Dounis for all the knowledge and skills 
he had learned that he resolved to devote his life to teaching at schools, such 
as Boston University, and giving master classes all over the world . 
Neikrug had his debut in New York in 1947. Since then, he has held 
'
incipal positions with the Baltimore, Pittsburgh, and Los Angeles 
ilharmonic Orchestras . He was also principal cellist of the Paramount 
ctures Recording Orchestra, and the Columbia Recording Orchestra. In 1960, 
Leopold Stokowski asked Neikrug to perform Bloch's Schelomo with him and 
the NBC Symphony at Carnegie Hall, with a recording for United Artists to 
follow. He has concertized in major cities throughout Europe and the United 
States. In 1979, Neikrug performed all six Bach solo suites in one concert at 
Lincoln Center. In an enthusiastic review of this concert, John Rockwell of The 
New York Times concluded "there was a beauty that was almost painful. We 
wish Mr. Neikrug would play all the violin suites for us." 
In 1962, Mr. Neikrug accepted a teaching position at the Hoshschule in 
Frankfurt, Germany, as a Fulbright Professor sponsored by Ernst Toch and Bruno 
Walter. He has held teaching positions at the Detmold Hochschule in 
Germany, Oberlin College, and the University of Texas at Austin before joining 
the faculty at Boston University School for the Arts in 1971. He was selected 
to receive the 1995 "Artist Teacher Award" from the American String Teachers 
Association. In 1996, he was invited by Janos Starker and the University of 
Indiana to receive the "Chevalier da Violoncelle" award for outstanding 
lifetime achievement on the cello. 
Mr. Neikrug has appeared as a soloist with such conductors as Leonard 
Bernstein, Wolfgang Sannalisch, Bruno Walter and Leopold Stokowski . His 
recording of Block's Schelomo with Leopold Stokowski and the Symphony of 
the Air was recently released on the EMI label. In addition, Sony has recently 
released his recording of a duet by Mozart for cello, baritone and orchestra 
with George London, baritone and the Columbia Symphony conducted by Bruno t .alter. 
Kathleen Forgac holds a masters degree in piano performance from 
New England Conservatory, where she studied with Jacob Maxin. She is a 
member of the Egmont Trio and is on the faculty of the Waring School in 
Beverly, MA. Mrs. Forgac is organist and choir director of Christ Church in 
Somerville. She has been the recipient of several awards, including second 
place in the International Piano Recording Competition and the Blossom 
Festival Music School Accompanist Award. 
Fred Katz is uniquely qualified to fuse elements of classical and jazz 
music as he does in this work, for he is equally adept in both fields. He started 
out as a child prodigy on both cello and piano. As a composer and arranger, he 
is self-taught. After a stint with the National Symphony in Washington • 
D.C., he joined the army in World War 11, where he arranged and composed 
music for army shows and broadcasts. 
After the war, Katz became pianist, conductor, and arranger for such 
well-known jazz singers as Vic Damone, Lena Home, Frankie Laine, Carmen 
McCrae and Tony Bennett, who was his protege. Later with Chico Hamilton, 
he formed the Chico Hamilton Quintet, for whom he did much of the arranging 
and writing. At this time he became probably the world's finest jazz cellist. 
He has written many scores for film and was twice nominated for an Academy 
Award in that category. Mr. Katz was Professor of Anthropology and 
Ethnomusicology at the State University of California at Fullerton. 
Program Note 
When I approached Porgy and Bess, I had two ideas in mind. My first 
thought was to avoid the idea of theme and variations . My purpose was to 
depict a deeper vision of a jazz musician playing an internalization of his own 
creativity, related to themes. I wanted to base my musical interpretation of 
Porgy and Bess more on the actual lyrics than the original score. That is why, 
for example, the song, "It ain't necessarily so" is treated more as a statement of 
heresy than the way it is usually heard . 
-Fred Katz 
April 23 
8p.m. 
April 28 
8p.m. 
April 30 
8p.m. 
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The School for the Arts welcomes your support to help continue these concertA 
Information regarding gifts to the School may be obtained from: The School.,,,, 
the Arts Development Office, 855 Commonwealth Avenue, Rm. 202, Boston, 
MA 02215 (617) 353-7293. 
